Gloucester Concert with New Singers

The Tenth Opera in the Church concert will see the return of two singers who delighted the audience last year.  They will be accompanied by five new singers who have already proved to be outstanding singers with a range of voices. The variety of voices gives promise of another entertaining program of songs of every description on 17 and 18 May.
Kyla Allan and Joshua Salter entertained in 2012.  Newcastle-born mezzo soprano Kyla Allan graduated with a Bachelor of Music in Classical Performance from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts in 2011 as the most outstanding first year classical vocal student and went on to graduate with high distinction.  At the end of her graduating year Kyla was awarded a Melba Opera Trust Scholarship from the Dame Nellie Melba Opera Trust for 2012.  In 2012 she also had the pleasure of performing in a variety of concerts and made her debut performance with Tarita Botsman-Carbo’s The 7 Sopranos with whom she will be appearing across Australia.
Born in Port Macquarie, baritone Joshua Salter has worked with Pacific Opera as a Young Artist, Newcastle Festival Opera, Opera Hunter, and Cantillation. Performance highlights for 2012 included Handel’s Messiah for The National Trust and will play in Don Giovanni for Sydney Independent Opera in 2013.  Previous roles have been with Newcastle Festival Opera. He has performed on the concert platform, and with Newcastle Chamber Choir  toured the United Kingdom and France with the group, singing in such prestigious venues as Notre Dame, Paris, Westminster Abbey, London, and St Paul’s Cathedral, London 

Two sopranos, Tabatha McFadyen and Qestra Mulqueeney, and a mezzo soprano, Emily Edmonds, are with the new singers. Tabatha, as part of the 2012 Australian Singing Competition, was the recipient of the Mozart Opera Institute Award and the Nelly Apt Scholarship. In 2011, she was the winner of the South East Queensland Aria & Concerto Competition and the Margaret

Nickson Prize (with pianist Alex Raineri), and a finalist in the  Joan

Sutherland and Richard Bonynge Vocal Scholarship. Tabatha performed in operatic roles and with Sydney Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Vladimir Ashkenazy.
Winner of the North Australian Open Vocal Championship.. In 2013, Qestra will appear as Donna Anna in Sydney Independent Opera's season of Don Giovanni , and is a principal artist for new company, Harbour City Opera. In 2012, Qestra was engaged as a Young Artist for Pacific Opera. and was soloist in Handel’s Messiah with Willoughby Symphony. Qestra was the 2012 winner of the Lieder Competition at th Soprano Qestra's passion for singing blossomed after she became the youngest-ever w e Sydney Eisteddfod. She performed in a concert under the directorship of Reginald Byers, Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 with Sir Neville Marriner and the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields, and Aida.
The mezzo Emily performed the role of Cherubino for Opera New England’s production of Le Nozze di Figaro in January 2013. She held a Young Artist position with Pacific Opera Company from 2010 to 2012. In November of 2012 she appeared as the alto soloist in Willoughby Symphony’s performance of Handel’s Messiah and performed in the Australian Opera Auditions Committee Gala Concert in October 2012, with members of the Opera Australia Company.  
Tenor  Matthew Reardon and baritone Robert Beasley complete the group of new singers.
Matthew is the 2013 recipient of the Opera Arts Support Group Award through the Dame Nellie Melba Opera Trust. He was the tenor soloist in Sir Michael Tippett’s oratorio A Child of Our Time, Tom Rakewell in Igor Stravinsky’s The Rake’s Progress, Alfredo in Die Fledermaus and Petruchio in Taming of the Shrew. Matthew made his professional solo operatic debut as Young Man 1 in Pecan Summer, the first Indigenous opera composed by soprano Deborah Cheetham.
Having graduated from The Victorian College of the Arts with Honours, baritone Robert Beasley has since performed with Opera Australia, Glyndebourne Festival Opera, Oz Opera The Victorian State Opera and Victorian Opera.  Robert’s principal operatic repertoire includes fourteen operas, an impressive list.  His extensive Concert repertoire includes well known and established favorites. He has performed in 38 operas. Robert is also featured regularly as a Principal Artist at various Corporate and Charity Events, indicating a wide experience.

In summary, the young singers coming with the internationally recognised accompanist, Sharolyn Kimmorley AM, promise a wonderful and entertaining singing concert.  Tickets for the 17th and 18th May are now available at Webb Bros. or Gloucester Health Foods

